St. Philip and St. James, Apostles (observed, Easter 2)
May 1, 2011

ISAIAH 30:18-21; EPHESIANS 2:19-22
JOHN 14:1-14
1 "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 "In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 4 "And where I go you know, and the way you know." 5 Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?" 6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 7 " If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him." 8 Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us." 9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10 "Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. 11 "Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves. 12 " Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. 13 "And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 "If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
When God the Father looks on our world, what does he see?  Certainly he sees the blood in the streets in Damascus, the gunfire in Libya, he sees drugs being sneaked across our borders and into our cities, the drug gangs gunning down innocent families in Mexico.  We see all of this, and we know that nothing is hidden from his eyes.

God, the creator of all life, is certainly seeing the violence, but it doesn’t just happen, it’s not happenstance.  It all comes from somewhere.  He sees the root of it all, he sees the tree that produces all this evil fruit.  

God the Father sees the hatred in the heart that sets one neighbor against another.  He sees how all of us, though we are all born of the family lineage of Adam, though we are all brothers and sisters according to the flesh—how all us are tempted to see ourselves not as brothers and sisters, but enemies.  

We divide ourselves one against another.  We form ourselves up in groups to protect ourselves and to oppose others.  Our language betrays us, we only need to listen to the words we use.  We know everyone according to class or group or race or special interest or whatever other words we use to divide people.

It is all a matter of division, a matter of setting people into struggle against others, into movements to overcome others. 

We may lament the politician who divides people against people, who stands up in front of a crowd and says, “I will fight for you.”  Fight against whom?  What group or class are you going to fight against in order to get my vote?  We may lament the politician who sets groups and classes against others, setting people into struggles and movements—dividing, scattering, fragmenting.


What’s going wrong here?  Why all the talk of fighting, of struggles and movements, of enemies and classes?

What has gone wrong here—we have forgotten the commandments.  The children of Adam are acting like the Ten Commandments are just some dusty list of rules that don’t actually apply to our daily lives. 

But the commandments show us how to look at our neighbor.  Love your neighbor, says the Lord.  Look at him as your neighbor, not as your enemy.  Does your neighbor have a wife?  Then help and support them in their marriage, for it is a God-given union.  Do not try to tear apart and scatter what God has joined together, but encourage.

Does you neighbor have property, wealth?  Don’t envy it—you shall not steal, you shall not covet, say the commandments.  Don’t try to divide your neighbor’s property or wealth off from him, but help and support him in house and home and business.

In the Commandments, God sets all things in proper order.  To one is given great wealth—as God gave, for instance, to Abraham; to another is given modest property—as God gave, for instance, to Abraham’s servants.  But they are all to treat one other with honor, and never to tear down one another and treat as enemies.

In the Commandments, God sets all things in proper order.  One is given to be a husband, another a wife, both given to serve each other according to their God-given offices.  One is given to be a business owner, another an employee, each honoring the other and both giving thanks for the ways the Lord gives them to serve their neighbor.  

One is given to be a parent, another a child, both seeing in this God’s hand in building families and establishing generations.  

The Commandments set all things in proper order, with all given to rejoice in the ways God sets us to serve each other and our neighbors, and with no one divided off against another, no one knowing his neighbor according to struggle or fighting, but all helping one another, giving encouragement, and praying for each other.

Our Lord sets all things in their proper place in the Commandments.  In his way of how he sets people into their families, their offices, and their vocations, struggles and movements, classes and warfare—this is all a language foreign to how our Lord sets us to love our neighbor.


So what does God the Father do when he looks at our world and he sees all this division?

He wants to be our Father; he makes us his children.  He draws us to himself.  He wants no one left out on their own, no one divided off, no one in struggle.

He draws us to himself, through his Son, Jesus.

John 14:6:

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” 
The Father in Heaven wants to be our Father.  So he sends his Son to draw us to himself.  Where there is division, struggle, where people are being grouped-up and set against one another, the Father in Heaven is gathering them to himself through the Gospel of his Son.

There is, actually, no other way.  As Jesus says, he is the way, the truth, and the life, and all who come to the Father, come through him.


It is all done by the Gospel.  When Jesus forgives sins, when he puts his Father’s Name on the sinner in Baptism, when he cleanses the sinner with his own Body and Blood, Jesus is gathering us to his Father and making us one with him.

This is what the Father in Heaven desires, that all sinners no longer know themselves to be strangers and foreigners, but to be members of the family of God the Father; that no person builds his life on the hatred of the sinful heart, on the envy and jealousy of one person against another, but that our lives would be built and joined together as a holy temple to the Lord, a dwelling place of Holy Spirit.

How does the Father accomplish this?  By sending his Son to atone for sins and draw the sinner to himself—his gift for every sinner.

How does the Father, then, bring this gift to each of us and our families?  By having the Gospel of his Son preached in the church and throughout the world; by having the forgiveness of sins proclaimed by the prophets and the Apostles, so that as the Son of God entrusted his Word of reconciliation to the prophets and the Apostles, now that word continues to be proclaimed, and continues to gather his people and build up the church.  Ephesians 2:19:

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.
On this day in the church year of St. Philip and St. James, we may consider how our Lord Jesus, having received the word of the Gospel from his Father in Heaven, then entrusted that word to his twelve Apostles, including Philip and James, so that the preaching of that good news of salvation would be the foundation upon which our Lord builds his church, gathering us together into one communion and building us together to be the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. 


We rejoice in being called into the church.  And then we look out at our world; we know what our Father in Heaven sees.  He sees the bloody Damascus streets, the violence in Libya, and all the rest.  He sees groups divided against groups, the earthly authorities bringing not protection and peace to the innocent, but division and violence—he sees people set in struggle—he sees it all.

And he wants to gather all to himself.  He wants all to hear the grace and salvation of his Son.  He wants every sinner to know that there is reconciliation, there is peace with God and with each other.  

And he sees the sin in our own hearts.  For none of the violence in the world, none of the division and the struggle has its roots anywhere else but in the sin of the human heart.  He sees the sin in our own hearts.  In his love, he draws us to himself, through his Son, who is the way, the truth, and the life.

He, Jesus, is the way, gathering us back from all our ways of division and enmity, gathering us back to unity in the family of his Father.

He is the truth, the reality, that though we are sinful, yet now we stand in his righteousness, declared innocent by him, and that is now our new reality before God his Father.

He is the life, the resurrected One who has overcome sin and death, and has now joined us to his eternal life before his Father in Heaven.

No one comes to the Father except through the Son.  

But through the Son, through Jesus, we are drawn to the Father, we are reconciled to him and we do now pray to the Father that his will be done here on Earth as it is in Heaven.  For his will is always for the Gospel be proclaimed to the sinner; it is always for the sinner to be restored to him.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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